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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To simplify a copying prpcess for bookbinding 
by nipping a sheet 

between a paper folding roller and one transport roller to 
be folded in two, 

feeding the folded sheet toward a stopper of a tray, with 
its fold placed as 

the leading end, and filing a designated number of sheets 
in the vicinity of 
the fold. 
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CONSTITUTION: A sheet P fed out from a fixing portion to 
a paper folding 

portion is forced to start bending in the vicinity of the 
terminal end of a 

path 50 by transport operation of transport rollers 47, 48 
for the sheet P, and 

the bent sheet P is nipped between one transport roller 47 
and a paper folding 

roller 49 to form a fold at the central part of the sheet 
P. After that, the 

sheet is transported as it is toward transport rollers 52C, 
52D in a path 51 . 

The sheet is discharged- from the nip between the transport 
rollers 52C, 52D 

with its fold placed as the leading end onto a tray 53 and 
brought into contact 

with a stopper 54, thereby to be stopped. When a 
designated number of sheets 

are similarly discharged and piled on the tray 53, staple 
means 56 is lowered 

to bind the sheets. Thus, he sheets are filed in the 
vicinity of folds of the 

sheets to be bound in such a manner as to double-spread 
like a booklet. After 

filing, the stopper 54 is opened to discharge the filed 
sheets onto a tray 58. 
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